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Understanding 
the Situation

Malta in the EU
UNODC
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

 Scope: To understand the realities of Crime in the Maltese Islands

 Rankings: 2015 (UNODC latest comparative EU28 data)

 Theft – 4th (higher than EU average)

 Homicide - 14th (lower than EU average)

 Assaults – 14th (lower than EU average)

 Robberies – 9th (lower than EU average)

 Burglary – 16th (lower than EU average)

 Drugs – 20th (lower than EU average)

 Sexual Offences– 12th (lower than EU average)

 Rape – 15th (lower than EU average)

 Sexual Assault– 13th (lower than EU average)

 Malta has highest number of Police Officers per 100,000 persons 
(519 officers)
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Online 
Surveys…
Perceptions
Numbeo.com

Trends
What did
&
What should
have occurred

 Long-term analysis exhibits a continued generic trend line 
decrease in reported crime

 2018 experienced a major decrease where crime reports show a 
reversal of the 2010-2016 phenomenon – a 7 point decrease

 The Maltese affluence rate results in wider Opportunities for 
offenders, such that crime has diversified

 The increasing resident population (460,000) should have 
rendered an additional 1,563 victims in 2018

 The steady increase in tourist arrivals (2,600,000) should have 
rendered an additional 3,588 victims in 2018

 Malta’s crime rate from 42 crime per 1000 persons to one where 
the rate has reached 34 crimes per 1000 persons
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Trends

 The Maltese offence profile has changed from a public-oriented
to a personal-target dimension with an increasing focus on 
financial-related offences

 Requiring a mitigation shift in policing, personal safety and 
preparedness in technological advances. 

 Crime is evolving from a Social-Space structure to the invasion of 
Personal-Space and now into Virtual-Space 

 Emphasis should be now taken to the next level through an 
educational awareness campaign starting from the early ages to 
elder adults

 The implementation of the 2017 Crime Prevention Strategy is a 
veritable vehicle for such a process

 Need to initiate thinking about new crimes that will occur over the 
next years: crimes that have yet to be conceived by offenders as 
the next societal change will occur, mainly in the digital arena

Trends
Significant 
Firsts

 A major shedding of crime by 7% or 1,211 cases 

 Bodily harm has been pushed further down the league due to a relatively 
large increase in fraud

 Displacement is also very evident as the migration of crimes from one zone to 
another becomes more pronounced.

 San Giljan’s rate of crime dropped from a height of 19.5 in 2012 to 10.6% in 
2017 and again to 9.4% in 2018, a drop of 18% from 2017, the lowest in the 
last 14 years. 

 In terms of societal reaction, moral panic still plays a part in rendering a 
perception that crime is increasing, when the facts depict a stabilised 
scenario. 

 Expected victims: 21,600 - Observed victims: 15,925

 Expected Maltese victims: 13,800 victims – Observed 12,237 victims 

 Expected Foreign victims: 7,800 victims – Observed 4,212 victims 

 Victims are mainly male Maltese residents, aged falling within the 40-59 
year cohort. Victims aged less than 18 years fell to 3.3%. 

 Foreign victims hail from 161 countries

 Mondays, January-May/August and the 00:00-03:00 comprise the main 
functional temporal aspects of Maltese crime reporting.
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Figures

Main Shifts

 2018: 15,925 reported offences. 
 A major decrease in crime reports over the 2018 period comprising an 

absolute decrease of 1,211 crimes (7.1%) indicating a reversal 2010-
2016 ‘increase’ phenomenon.

 The previous singular crime phenomenon has been brought to heel -
Pickpocketing decreased by 995 offences in 2018, a decrease of 46% 
from the previous year from 2,144 cases.

 Most other categories of theft have decreased apart from theft from 
factories by employees, mugging, religious temples, occupied 
residences, shop lifting, snatch and grab theft from sea craft and theft 
from vehicle. 

 Theft from beaches experienced a 46% decrease to 152 reports, the 
lowest in 14 years, contrasting sharply with the 31 percent increase in 
2017. Such indicates more awareness, crime prevention and actual in-
situ mitigation, in a period when tourism experienced a 2.6million 
peak. 

 Theft comprises 41% of all offences reported to the Police, down 
from 48.2% in 2017, the lowest in 14 years (2004) when the rate was 
that of 62.4% of all reported offences.

Figures

Main Shifts

 Damages, has seen a slight increase to 24.7% of all offences up 
from 22% in 2017, increasing through Involuntary Damage by Hit 
and Run incidents and Wilful damage by Other Means.

 Domestic Violence has increased its previously stable 7% rate to 
8.4% of all offences, to reach 1341 cases, with a 10% increase in 
Psychological Harm and 8% Slight Bodily Harm with Physical Force. 

 The 4th highest ranking offence, Bodily Harm, has been pushed 
to 5th ranking. Bodily Harm which had registered a year on year 
decrease initiated in 2009 down to 5%, increased slightly to 5.6%

 In turn, Fraud is now4th ranking, again experienced an increase of 
31% (245 additional cases) over the previous year reaching 1032 
cases in 2018. The main increase was registered as Fraudulent 
Gains.

 These 5 categories of crimes comprise 88.1% of all crime reports
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Figures

Main Shifts

 Computer related crime experienced a 20% increase over the 
previous year, through password disclosure, unauthorized access and 
copying / disclosure / possession of data.

 Drugs reporting increased by 12% in 2018 to 348, the highest figure 
ever reported since 2004.

 Threats and Public Violence has increased to 322 in 2018, mainly 
through stalking, blackmail and causing fear of violence, though 
harassment experienced a reduction in reporting.

 Sexual Offences increased by 18% (120 cases) in 2018, reversing a 
trend initiated since 2015, with an increase in all sub-categories except 
for rape which registered a slight decrease.

 Theft from Residences has again increased by 31 cases or 5% as 
compared to 2017 reaching 623 cases.

 Violence against Public Officers decreased by 9% to 217 cases.

Figures

Main Shifts
Newest on the 
block

 Pretended Rights which had been recorded as a separate 
category in 2017 registered a 21% increase in reports amounting to 
172 cases.

 Money Laundering as recorded for the first time as a distinct 
category in 2017 registered a 94% increase in 2018, reaching 33 
cases from a count of 17 cases in 2017.
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Victims

 Victims are mainly Maltese residents (74.3%), followed by UK 
residents (2.5%), whilst Italians, French, Germans and Spanish 
comprise other source countries whose residents suffered 
victimisation. 

 Main age cohort that is victimised pertains to the 40-59 year cohorts, 
followed by the 20-29 year and the 30-39 year and the 60+ cohorts 
respectively.

 Domestic violence was mainly experienced by the 40-59 year cohort, 
followed by the 30-39 year cohort.

 Under 18 were mainly victims of pornography and sexual offences, 
when compared to the other age cohorts, whilst the 60+ cohort were 
mainly victims of forgery, fraud and theft.

 In terms of gender, main victims’ gender is male, growing over the 
years up to 57.6% in 2018, whilst females make up 42.2% of victims.

 Females were mainly victims of prostitution, trafficking in persons, 
crimes against public peace, sexual offences, pornography and 
domestic violence. Males were mainly victimised for arson, violence 
against public officer, forgery, damage, bodily harm and fraud.

Morphing of 
the Maltese 
Crime Scenario

 Changes from a multi-thematic to a spatial to a virtual structure

 From a What occurs approach to Where they occur, How they occur 
and Why

 From a Social-Space scenario to a Private-Space scenario to a 
Technological-Space

 Move away from the perception that the mitigation is simply a role 
that the Police force should fulfil 

 Need for Local Councils and Regions to take up mitigation measures, 
whilst the business community is also encouraged to put in its fair 
share to reduce offences within their businesses and also to directly 
cooperate in structural-financial-operational activities with the 
Malta Police Force to help increase safety and security in their areas.

 Move towards collective Social Responsibility

 Social Capital is provided through the PREFET structures, of which 
the Police Force form a part, but the essential aspects that will pivot 
towards offence mitigation lies in the enhancement of Social 
Cohesion
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Prisons in 
Malta

 - The CCF Psychological Capacity Threshold of 600 inmates was 
exceeded at the end of September 2012, increasing to 645 
residents on the 25th April 2014 and again decreasing year-on-year 
to 553 inmates in 2016

 However 2018 once again exceeded the threshold with 618
residents registered on 28 December 2018

 - The CCF Population as at 28th December 2018 (last Friday): 618
(547 males and 71 females)

Source Country:

Over the decades the provenance of foreigners has changed to 
reflect social, political and demographic changes

Provenance 
of Inmates
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Source: Saviour Formosa
www.crimemalta.com

A Worldly Source
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RISC Model: 
League Tables 
for 2018

calculated as the observed 
offences as against those 
expected

Grand Total Offences

 Mdina pushed San Giljan to third place where it had maintained its 
perennial hold at the top of the League

 Also at a rate between 2 and 5 times the national rate, Floriana
followed a close second, which group also comprises San Giljan, 
Valletta and Marsa.

Theft from Residences

 The relative RISC still appears for Bormla, San Giljan and 
Gharghur, the latter registered within the 2x-5x RISC. 
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RISC Model: 
League Tables 
for 2018

calculated as the observed 
offences as against those 
expected

Theft of and from Vehicles

 During 2018, Marsaxlokk took top spot, followed by Mdina, 
Floriana and Marsa as the highest RISC areas where one's car 
could be vandalised, broken into and/or stolen, which towns host 
between 2 and 5 times.

 Note that these towns host the largest parking and transport-
related activities that attract offenders to high-volume and 
relatively less monitored opportunities.

Domestic Violence

 Domestic violence reports pertain to stalking, slight bodily harm, 
grievous bodily harm and psychological harm. 

 Bormla, Floriana, Isla, Birgu, Ghaxaq and Pembroke host 
between 2 and 5x the national rate.

RISC Model: 
League Tables 
for 201

calculated as the observed 
offences as against those 
expected

Commercial Activity-related

 San Giljan hosted the highest RISC rates, which at the top of the 
League, host over 5 times the national rate of offences 

 Gudja and San Pawl il-Bahar was registered at second place 
hosting between 2 and 5 times the national rate of offences, 
indicative of their proximity to the main economic centres such as 
the recreational zone and the Gudja airport
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RISC Model: 
League Tables 
for 2017

calculated as the observed 
offences as against those 
expected

Interactive 
Map

Main Crime Categories
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Interactive 
Map

Sub Crime Categories

Thematic Map

Heat maps
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Website Facelift

10 Years
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