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 Scope: To understand the realities of Crime in the Maltese Islands

Understanding
the Situation
Malta in the EU
UNODC

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

 Rankings: 2015 (UNODC latest comparative EU28 data)
 Theft – 4th (higher than EU average)









Homicide - 14th (lower than EU average)
Assaults – 14th (lower than EU average)
Robberies – 9th (lower than EU average)
Burglary – 16th (lower than EU average)
Drugs – 20th (lower than EU average)
Sexual Offences– 12th (lower than EU average)
Rape – 15th (lower than EU average)
Sexual Assault– 13th (lower than EU average)

31.6 in 2019

 Malta has highest number of Police Officers per 100,000 persons
(519 officers)

Online
Surveys…
Perceptions

Numbeo.com

 Long-term analysis exhibits a continued generic trend line
decrease in reported crime

Trends
What did
&
What should
have occurred

 2018 experienced a further decrease where crime reports show a
reversal of the 2010-2016 phenomenon – a 2 point decrease
 15,589 reported offences
 The Maltese affluence rate results in wider Opportunities for
offenders, such that crime has diversified
 The increasing resident population (494,000c) should have
rendered an additional 1,700 victims in 2019
 The steady increase in tourist arrivals (2,800,000c) should have
rendered an additional 3,900 victims in 2019
 Malta’s crime rate from 42 crime per 1000 persons to one where
the rate has reached 31.6 crimes per 1000 persons

 The Maltese offence profile has changed from a public-oriented
to a personal-target dimension with an increasing focus on
financial-related offences
 Requiring a mitigation shift in policing, personal safety and
preparedness in technological advances.

Trends

 Crime is evolving from a Social-Space structure to the invasion of
Personal-Space and into Virtual-Space
 The implementation of the 2017 Crime Prevention Strategy is a
veritable vehicle for such a process
 The implementation of the 2019 Community Policing established
another first
 Need to initiate thinking about new crimes that will occur over the
next years: crimes that have yet to be conceived by offenders as
the next societal change will occur, mainly in the digital arena

 A further major shedding of crime by 2.1% or 336 cases a total of 10% over 2
years
 Displacement is also very evident as the migration of crimes from one zone to
another becomes more pronounced such as the increase in Gozo
 San Giljan’s rate of crime dropped from a height of 19.5 in 2012 to 10.6% in
2017 and again to 9.1% in 2018, a drop of 19% from 2017, the lowest in the
last 15 years.

Trends
Significant
Firsts

 In terms of societal reaction, moral panic still plays a part in rendering a
perception that crime is increasing, when the facts depict a stabilised
scenario.
 Expected victims: 21,189 - Observed victims: 15,589
 Expected Maltese victims: 16,655 victims – Observed 12,253 victims
 Expected Foreign victims: 4,534 victims – Observed 3,336 victims
 Victims are mainly male Maltese residents, aged falling within the 40-59
year cohort. Victims aged less than 18 years fell to 2.7%.
 Foreign victims hail from 161 countries
 Mondays, January-July and the 00:00-03:00 comprise the main functional
temporal aspects of Maltese crime reporting.

 2019: 15,589 reported offences.
 A further decrease in crime reports over the 2018 period comprising
an absolute decrease of 336 crimes (2.1%) indicating a reversal 20102016 ‘increase’ phenomenon.

Figures
Main Shifts

 The previous singular crime phenomenon has been brought to heel Pickpocketing decreased by 330 offences in 2019, a decrease of
66.5% from 2016.
 Most other categories of theft have decreased apart from theft
from factories by employees, mugging, religious temples, occupied
residences, shop lifting, snatch and grab, theft from sea craft and
theft from vehicle.
 Theft from vehicles experienced a 66% increase to 513 reports, as
was the case pertaining to theft from building sites, an increase of
38%, which reflects the development phenomenon structural
changes occurring in Malta.
 Factories, offices and retail outlets experienced drops ranging from
36% to 44% reflecting more awareness, crime prevention and actual
in-situ mitigation.

 Damages, has seen a slight increase to 25.3% of all offences,
increasing through Involuntary Damage by Hit and Run incidents.

Figures
Main Shifts

 Domestic Violence has decreased slightly from 1341 cases in 2018
to 1326 in 2019. Ironically, as the total reported crimes decreased,
the relative weighting indicated a percentual increase of 0.1%,
thus pushing up domestic violence in the league of crimes in
Malta. Increases occurred in Stalking which increased by 61%
and slightly by Psychological Harm, whereas most subcategories
experienced a decline.
 The 4th highest ranking offence, Bodily Harm, which had
registered a year on year decrease initiated in 2009 down to 5%,
increased slightly to 5.6% in 2018 and 5.9% in 2019.
 Once again positioned at a 5th ranking, Fraud experienced a
decrease of 20% (211 cases) over the previous year reaching 821
cases in 2019.
 These 5 categories of crimes comprise 87.5% of all crime reports

 Computer related crime experienced a 17% decrease over the
previous year, falling throughout the sub-categories, except for
Unauthorised deletion of data.

Figures
Main Shifts

 Drugs reporting decreased by 54% (drop of 189 cases),
decreasing throughout the sub-categories. This decrease followed
an increase of 12% between 2017 and 2018.
 Threats and Public Violence has decreased by 8% in 2019,
mainly through stalking, blackmail, defamation and causing fear of
violence, though harassment and threats by means of writing
experienced a reduction in reporting.
 Sexual Offences increased by 21% (25 cases) in 2019, maintaining
a year-on-year increase initiated since 2015, with an increase in all
sub-categories except for indecent exposure which registered a
slight decrease.

 Violence against Public Officers decreased by 15% to 185 cases
down from a high of 238 in 2017.

Figures

 Theft from Residences has again increased by 24 cases or 4% as
compared to 2018 reaching 647 cases, a steady increase initiated
in 2015.

Main Shifts
Newest on the
block

 Pretended Rights which had been recorded as a separate
category in 2017 registered a 6% increase in reports amounting to
183 cases up from 172 cases in 2018.
 Money Laundering as recorded for the first time as a distinct
category in 2017 registered a 9% increase in 2019, reaching 36
cases from a count of 17 cases in 2017 and 33 cases in 2018.

 Victims are mainly Maltese residents (78.6% up from 74.3% in 2018),
followed by Italian residents (1.9%), which changed the scenario from
2018 where UK residents comprised the second group, whilst British,
Libyans, Bulgarians and Syrians .
 The main age cohort that is victimised pertains to the 40-59 year
cohorts, followed by the 30-39 year and the 20-29 year and the 60+
cohorts respectively.

Victims

 All age cohorts have seen a increasing victimisation rate, described
through a number of cases where more than one victim experienced a
crime.

 Domestic violence was mainly experienced by the 40-59 year
cohort, followed by the 30-39 year cohort.
 Those aged under 18 were mainly victims of Theft and Bodily
Harm, when compared to the other age cohorts, whilst the 60+
cohort were mainly victims of Theft and Damage.

 Youths aged less that 18 yrs have declined in victimisation rates
from 4.6% in 2016 to 3.3% in 2018 and to 2.7% in 2019.

 From a Social-Space scenario to a Private-Space scenario to a
Technological-Space.

Morphing of
the Maltese
Crime Scenario

 Crime prevention Strategy – a success tory in the making.
 The CPS and the Community Policing Initiative pushed the
envelope to move away from the perception that the mitigation is
simply a role that the Police force should fulfil.
 Need for more Local Councils and Regions to take up mitigation
measures, whilst the business community is also encouraged to
put in its fair share to reduce offences within their businesses and
also to directly cooperate in structural-financial-operational
activities with the Malta Police Force to help increase safety and
security in their areas.
 Move towards collective Social Responsibility where Social
Capital and Social Cohesion become norms for change.

Prisons in Malta
New Numbers
New Challenges

 - The CCF Psychological Capacity Threshold of 600 inmates was
exceeded at the end of September 2012, increasing to 645
residents on the 25th April 2014 and again decreasing year-on-year
to 553 inmates in 2016
 However 2018 once again exceeded the threshold with 618
residents registered on 28 December 2018
 Exacerbated by the fact that on Friday – 08th November 2019: a
veritable record achieved as the highest ever recorded: 815 which
is 26.4% higher compared to the previous highest registered on
the 25th April 2014: 645.
 The CCF Population as at 27th December 2018 (last Friday): 745
(682 males and 63 females)

RISC Model:
League Tables
for 2019

Grand Total Offences

calculated as the observed
offences as against those
expected

 At a rate between 2 and 5 times the national rate, San Giljan
followed a close second, which group also comprises, Floriana and
Valletta.

 Mdina retained its top position above San Giljan, which had
maintained its perennial hold at the top of the League, with Mdina
hosting more than 5 times the national rate of offences, which is
calculated as the observed offences as against those which should
potentially occur in those areas under study.

Theft from Residences
 Relative RISC still appears for Mdina and Marsascala that
registered within the 2x-5x RISC rate.

Theft of and from Vehicles

RISC Model:
League Tables
for 2019
calculated as the observed
offences as against those
expected

 Ta’ Xbiex took top spot, followed by Marsa, Floriana and Pieta
as the highest RISC areas where one's car could be vandalised,
broken into and/or stolen, which towns host between 2 and 5
times.
 Note that these towns host the parking and transport-related
activities that attract offenders to high-volume and relatively less
monitored opportunities.
Domestic Violence
 Domestic violence reports pertain to stalking, slight bodily harm,
grievous bodily harm and psychological harm.
 Kirkop, Floriana, Isla, Bormla and Santa Lucija host between 2
and 5 the national rate.

RISC Model:
League Tables
for 2019
calculated as the observed
offences as against those
expected

Commercial Activity-related
 Gudja (also due to the MIA activity) hosted more than 5 times
the national rate, taking over San Giljan at the top of the League.
 Towns that host between 2 and 5 times the national rate of
offences comprise San Giljan, Pembroke and San Pawl il-Bahar,
indicative of their proximity to the main economic centres such as
the San Giljan recreational zone.

RISC Model:
League Tables
for 2019
calculated as the observed
offences as against those
expected
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